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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

Louis
under the
influence
of St.
Bernard

tamely suffer Geoffrey of Anjou to gather Normandy into his
hands bit by bit. Yet he alienated his strongest supporter
against Normandy, Theobald, count of Blois and Champagne,
and engaged in a quarrel with the Papacy which occupied
his whole attention and ended only in his humiliation. It
started with an attempt to impose his chancellor, Cadurc, on
Bourges as archbishop in opposition to the choice of the
canons, Peter of La Chatre, who was supported by Pope
Innocent II. Count Theobald, always on the side of reform,
opposed the king and championed the cause of Peter, who
was ultimately successful. Hard on this incident came
another, when Ralph of Vermandois repudiated his wife and
married the queen's sister. The Church immediately took
action and excommunicated the guilty pair; once more
Theobald was on the side of the Church, and he had a personal
interest since the wife Ralph had discarded was his niece.
Louis again sacrificed the interests of the kingdom to the
wishes of Eleanor, who owing to her upbringing in Aquitaine
paid little heed to ecclesiastical censure. Furious with
Theobald, the king made a violent incursion into Champagne,
and set fire to the town of Vitry-sur-Marne; hundreds of
people who had taken refuge in the church were burned to
death. At this point St. Bernard, a close friend of Theobald,
intervened, and Suger, always anxious for peace, was on the
same side. Louis was persuaded to evacuate Champagne,
but did not get what he expected in return, the removal of
the excommunication from Ralph and the queen's sister.
He lost his temper and invaded Champagne again; but he
was once more under the domination of a stronger will. His
protests became feebler, and at last in 1144 he gave way
completely, evacuated Champagne, recognised Peter as arch-
bishop of Bourges, and left Ralph of Vermandois to fend for
himself. While all this was happening, Geoffrey of Anjou,
leaving Matilda to her own devices in England, was himself
quietly proceeding with the conquest of Normandy, in the
name of their son, Henry. In 1144 he crowned his success
by the capture of Rouen, and the next year Louis accepted
the fait accompli and invested Geoffrey with the duchy of
Normandy.

The surrender of Louis in 1144 was largely due to the fact
that Eleanor had begun to lose her power over him and he